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ADAIR COUNTY NEWS.

More of L. Akin's Views.

~ To The Adair County News:

an article which if I mistake not
apopeared in both of our county
pavers, and perhaps was approv
ed by some. while it may have
been disapproved by many of its
weaders. Nevertheless, it was a
ch-»ce for me to give vent to
wn ‘deas. Now, as I have an-|
ot'-ar collection that I must give
€0 give room for more ideas
¢h+ will probably be of greater
b~ =fit to me whether the public
eve-r gees them in print or not.
I will endeavor to write again.

The article] wrote last sum-
m r was in regard to the rural
gconls of Adair county and the
in-hility of some of us to com-
P! with the new school law.
Bu  what I want to say now is
€73t our raral schools are not
wVat they should be and who is
o hlame?

We often hear folks say that
our Legislatures are to blame
and nerhaps they should share a
pa- of the blame, but whep we
gtody the causes of the condi-
€io 's that surround our country
sc' vols, we find that each party
is ~oncerned from the child in
th~ school room to the State Su-
perintendent is more or less to
Blame for the existing conditions
af our rural schools. I would
fike to take up a few of the par-

€ies concerned and show whyI|

¢h' 1k they may be blamed for
these conditions.

The small child in the school
room is not to blame in the least,
but larger children can be a
great pull back to a school in
many ways. By their own idle-
me=s and indifference. They not
only slow up their own progress
ino =~hool, but they aggravate
and hinder the progress of oth-
er:. and by the insanitary condi-
€ion of their per=on, their clothes,
their books and their habits, they
ms+ make things unpleasent for
themselves and others. They
¢an also be a draw back to the
school by constantly nagging and
formenting some poor child, who
has never had good opportunities
and perhaps has never had
enough to eat Fand wear. A
~child that will practice such pass-
time should get a severe punish-
ment and they usually get it if
the teachers aré what they vught
to be. In many cases the par-
ents and the teachers are to
blame for these faults in chil-
dren, in addition to their own
fau'ts

The patrons of our rural
schools can be a great hinder-
. ance by not showing their chil-
dren that they are interested in
them getting an education and
by oot giving them the proper
kelp and training 'at home, and
by uot using the hickory if it is
needed and by not cooperating
with the leacher and failing to
prov ‘e the necessary books,
penciis, etc. Most of the pa-
grons are guilty of some, if mot
all of these faults, and there are

others we might mention.

We have some good, efficient
teachers in Adair county, who
@re doing their very best and
they make good wherever they
geach, and we should appreciate
them. Baut some of our teachers
deserve to and must share a part
of the blame for the conditions

.tourmnlmhooh. You know
lhtmﬂo&:haumﬂu
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| perintendent, giving them the

it. ButI want to say dear read-

' | the right to hold two months of

right to teach school,  they are

ers that all who have such certi-
ficates are mot school teachers
by any means. There are many
ways by which the teachers can
and do raise the standard of our
schools and there are many oth-
er ways by which they ecan
lower the standard, a few of
' which I would like to point out
as I see them. ltseems tobea
great fashion among our teach-

ers of late to put in their appli-
lcation for a school and+if they
are succesaful in getting one,
they go in the early part of the
summer, sign a contract with
the Board of Education to teach
a six months term of school.
They will begin as soon as possi-
ble and teach until the schools
open in the South. Then they
get word that money is growing
in the hills with the p-anuts
down there, and they put out to
Georgia, leaving the schools here
te go to the bats and owls far as
much as they are concerned.
Afrer we have paid our school
tax, bought $12 or $15 worth of
books and went in debt for an
extra outfit of clothes for our
children, and by the time we can
get our school started again, the
children have “forgotten there
were ever sucha thing as schools,
books or new. overalls. Now,
this is one fault that might part-
ly be placed upon our Legislature,
because they have not provided
a law, giving the Superintendent

the pay for such teachers, to be
paid to the teacher, who will
take up such schools in ten days,)
and teach them to a finish.
Such teachers are tenfold more
to blame than the Legislature
from the simple fact, they vio-
late their contract, lower their
own honor and lose the respect
of their patrons, and have done
great damage to the interest of
our schools. There are many
other faults that teachers may
have, and many other ways. by
whibh they pull down the stand-
ard of education, but as I am
taking too much space, I will
leave them with you.

self in a position to carry a part
of this shameful blame is the
honorable trustee of a common
school district. If he makes 4
good deal somebody else gets thé
honor, and if he makes a bad
one he gets all the blame, and I
want to say in his behalf, when
he has done what he thinks is
his dead level best, then some
times, after it is too late he finds
he has made a miserable failure.
The trustees of our schools have

they have not been without sin.
Suppose a man would start out
seeking this honorable position,
pledging himself to his neigh-
bors, to get the best teacher go-
ing, and to see to it that they
teach a good school and that he
will eonsult with the patrons as
to who to employ and so on.
They heed his earnest pleadings,
and elect him, as their trustee.
Then he has aeversl good teach-
ers to see him, applying for the
school and he begins to com-
plain and whimper and say his
taxes are to pay, and his child-
ren haven’t sufficient clothing to
go to school, and that its a great
deal of trouble and worry to be
a school trustee. But all at|
once by some nnt-lim opera-
tion he seems o get reconciled

or;Mr. B,, and Miss A. or Mr. B.
enters the school room and takes
up the school, but don’t take
much interest, but kills time and
draws the rest of the pay.
patrons find the school has been

betrayed. Is the Legislature of

The

a failure and that they have been

|ot the school rooms, because tbe'\
more books he memorizes the
worse he becomes.

Now, 1 am not wrlting this ar-

ticle as a matterof spite or preju-
dice, and I hope no one will|
notice anything for them to be

offended. I have only written

The next fellow who gets him-|

been very useful characters, and |

Kentucky to blame for that or is
the county Superintendent to
blame? Does cases of this kind
help the cause of education? |
We have had another class of
trustees who have gone around to
gee their neighbors puttingup the
game great speal to get the confi-
dence of the patrons, by making
all kinds of fair promises, and af-
ter they are elected they happen
to remember they have a son or
daughter, a son-in-law or daugh-
ter-in-law, that might go to
school through the winter, be
examined in the spring, and
teach the school for him, which
has been done many times,to the
entire satisfaction of the dis-

trict, insomuch that the district
would ask for the same teacher
next year. In cases of this kind
it is all right, but in other cases
teachers have been forced upon
ithe patrons of school districts,
when the trustee and his imme-
diate family were the only satis-
fied party and that only for the
salary the teacher drew, that
trustee has lost confidence of his
neighbors, sacrificed the
interest of many poor and inno-
cent little children, to satisfy his
own selfish ideas,and has lowered
the standard of education. I
think the last session of our leg-
igslature intended to provide a
remedy for these troubles of mo-
nopolizing the interest of the en-
tire district into one family.
But if our County Board of _Ed-
ucation should undqrtake to
practice such monopoly (which I
trust ' they will not), '.then it
would be a County Monopoly, in-
stead of a school district.

All of our County Superintend

ents have pot been without fault
either, and the only reason I can
give for them not having more
faults, or as many as other folks,
is because there is not as many
Superintendents is there are of
other folks.

After all and the last snalysis
we find that we are all more or
less to blame and we find we are
a set of peculiar folks, each a
little "different from the other.§
You know we have some folks
among us that haven’t a bit of
practical sense, nor a bit of book
education, and the State has In-
stitions to care for and treatsuch
persong. There are others who
have a little practical sense, and
no book education. This is one
who can largely take care ol
himself. -

amount of each and is a little n

self. Others have a vast amount
of practical and book sense, well
balanced, and they are the ones
who are able to cope with the
duties of life. There are other
beings in this world, who have
an abundance of book education
without a bit of real sense. This
fellow is due a lot of sympathy,
that he never gets. He starts
out upon what he thinks to be a
straight line of life, but.aom ob-
gervers soon notice t.hnt he h
leaning to the heavy side lnd
they soon find him going round

care for such tm

more able to take care of him-|

and round, hlm_ﬂm |

The State bas no Institution  to

what I believe to be fair and
honest facts and I hope every
body will join in. and help to
make our schools better.

Yours for better schoolg, and a
higher standard of education.

L. Akin,

Uncle Walts
Wi

BEGINNING THE DAY

FAMAN begins the dayin a good
humor,” observed the professor,
“everything will progper with him."”
“You talk as though beginning the
dny In a good humor was as easy as
falling off a log,” sald the low-browed
nman.
you have been
reading one of
those fool sun-
shine books, and
you think a man
can be in a good
humor just by
saying he Is going
to be. But,a man
can't control his
humors any more
than he can con-
trol dreams. :
“Some days I
feel like the orlg-
inal Sunny Sam-
uel, and I jnst naturally go around
shedding light into the dark places,
and making everybody glad. At such
times the world seems an unqualified
success, and the fact that I was born
into it does not cause me any remorse.
If some prominent citizen backed me
up against a fence and asked me what
made me feel so gay, I conldn’t give
him any helpful information. I dom't
know, myself, what causes the chip-
per feeling. I suppose It must be be-
cause my works are in good condlition,

6

dolng their digestive stunts at the old

stand.

“After a few days the giad feeling
passes away, and instead of being a
Sunny Samuel I become a Mournful
Moses, I have all kinds of presenti-
ments of evil. I have a firm convic-
tion that the bottom is about to drop
out of everything, and that I'll be
mixed up- with the wreckage. I take
a pessimistic view of everything, and
go grouching around until even the
cows are sick of seeing me, and they
give me a lift-with their hind feet as
f gentle hint that I should come out
of my france.

“If a leading business man asked
me 10 explaln my melancholy I couldn’t
do it. The world seems to be moving
along as though nothing had happened,
the same old sun is shining on the day
ghift, and the scented zephyrs are
blowing through my whiskers as of
old.

““Often a -man begins the day wrong,
through some faccident or unpleasant
experience. Then he knows why he

[ was lying In bed dreaming that I

that I was making a herole effort to
bring the laurels back to the Cauca-
slan race. I was just administering
an uppercut that seemed destined to
bring home the bacon, when T fell ont
of bed and practically rulned my head
against the floor.

“I came downstairs in a beqatly hu-
mor, and after breakfast I went over
and picked a quarrel with old Doo-

.flttle, so that he had to shin up a tree

fo esffipe violence, and all beeanuse I

was feeling orgery. It wouldn't have

Some have 'a small|{peen safe for any man to tell me that

order to begin th& day right all &
man has to do s to begin It right.
“I have gone out from the house te
' the cows In"the morning, mény a
timeé, feeling as blithesome and gilad
g8 n dickeybird, and quite satisfied
that the day was. going to be one
round of pleasure.. Then a cow would
give me a poke In the ribs with one
of her cellulold horns, or push her big
splay foot Into a brimming bucket of
milk, and the joyous stuff was all off,
and I'd be seo sore all day that Aunt
Julla would hand me my meals with
a pitebfork. -
“The other morning I got up feeling
50 mesn that I was ashamed to look
In the mirror. I went downtown after

fice and
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“I suppose |°

Lhas. a grouch, but that doesn't help |
J:lm to get rid of it. 'This morning

was the only original white hope, and §
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The Courier-Journal is ably edited; it is sane and dig-
nified in its handling of news:; it is Tearless, yet fair, in
its editerial utterances; and it always will be found
the champion of clean government,

The Courier-Journal surpasses all its competitors in
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we are now able to offer

THE

to the office of

High Tep Shoes,

Motion Pictures in my

L. M.

My Loss Your Gain

I will Close Out the Remainder of my _
Sweaters,
Blankets at LESS than COST.

Underwegr and

I have a Complets Line of 0’Bryan Over-
alls, Ball Band Rubbers and Boots.

Hall Every Saturday

night. Good Band Music.

Smith,

Cane Valley, Ky.
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‘Three-forths of the newspapers
in Spain are contemplating going
out of business because of the in-
crease ta.them in the price of
print paper, and the government

is being called upon to subsidize
the Spanish press, something it
should not do. We imagine the
trouble must come about thru
tariff regulations, for most of the

HENRY W. DEPP,

" DENTIST
e~
Am ;permanently located in
Columbia.
All Classes of Dental Work Doae.
Crowning and Inlay Wock a

. rhll Work,Guarantesd
Office:—nett door to post office.

facture too much for the needs
of the world.

Movies showing crime have
been barred in Chicago. Now if
vamping is al:o barred movie ae-

tors will all have to learn Ill |

roles.
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